THE "REIGN'9 BEGINS              133

firmed in the public mind. When Eaton was made
Secretary of War, society shrugged its shoulders
and wondered what sort of figure "Peg O'Neil"
would cut in Cabinet circles. The question was
soon answered. At the first official functions
Mrs. Eaton was received with studied neglect by
the wives of the other Cabinet officers; and all
refused either to ca]l on her or to receive her in
their homes.

Jackson was furious. It was enough for him
that Mrs. Jackson had thought well of the sus-
pected woman, and all his gallantry rose in her
defense. Professing to regard the attitude of the
protesters as nothing less than an affront to his
Administration, he called upon the men of the
Cabinet, and upon the Vice President, to remon-
strate with their wives in Mrs. Eaton's behalf.
But if any such remonstrances were made, nothing
came of them. " For once in his life, Andrew Jack-
son was defeated. Creeks and Spaniards and Red-
coats he could conquer, but the ladies of Washington
never surrendered, and Peggy Eaton, though her
affairs became a national question, never got into
Washington society/'1 The political effect of
the episode was considerable. Van Buren was

1 Brown, Andrew Jackson, p. 127.